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All rising 7th-grade students should read two books prior to the opening of the 2014-2015 school 

year.  

Students’ should choose books within their Lexile range or higher. Lexile measures can be found 

on the CRCT results. A student’s Lexile range can be 100 points below to 50 points above the 

actual Lexile level reported on the CRCT. Go to www.lexile.com to search for books in a 

specific range or to determine the Lexile of a specific book.  
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TITLE  

 

 

 

 

 

LEXILE  

The Entertainer and the Dybbuk 

(Fleischman)  

610  Ranger’s Apprentice: The 

Ruins of Gorlan (Book 1) 

(Flanagan)  

920  

Homecoming (Voigt)  630  The Big Field (Lupica)  970  

Thief Lord (Funke)  640  Guts (Paulsen)  980  

Miracle’s Boys (Woodson)  660  Anne of Green Gables 

(Montgomery)  

990  

Stormbreaker (Horowitz)  670  Marley & Me (Grogan)  1050  

Maximum Ride: The Angel 

Experiment (Book 1) (Patterson)  

700  Parallel Journeys (Ayer)  1050  

Wanted (Cooney)  780  Once and Future King 

(White)  

1080  

Among the Hidden (Haddix)  800  Amos Fortune, Free Man 

(Yates)  

1090  

Good-bye, Vietnam (Whelan)  810  Treasure Island (Stevenson)  1100  

The Red Necklace (Gardner)  820  Caught By the Sea (Paulsen)  1210  

Dewey:The Small Town Library 

Cat Who Touched the World. 

(Myron)  

820  Left for Dead (Nelson)  1260  

The Cay (Taylor)  860  While the World Watched: A 

Birmingham Bombing 

Survivor Comes of Age 

during the Civil Rights 

Movement (McKinstry)  

(ALL 7
th

 Graders)  

The Mysterious Benedict Society (Stewart)  890  

On the Way Home (Wilder)  900  

 

  

http://www.lexile.com/
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We encourage parents to be actively involved in their child’s reading selections. We believe 

that our suggested titles are appropriate for the grade level. However, reading ability, 

personal interest, emotional maturity, and family values are all factors that will influence 

your child’s book selection.  

 

A. Read a fiction book and cite three pieces of text evidence and explain how they illustrate the 

genre of the novel. Genre examples include historical fiction, fantasy, sci-fi, romance, realistic, 

mystery, and comedy.  

B. Read a mystery and pretend that you are the mystery writer. Create an outline for your next 

book by creating a main character with specific traits, the setting (time and place) and the plot. 

Describe the similarities and differences to the book you just finished.  

C. Read a fiction book and then write a letter, using correct form, giving advice to one of the 

characters.  

D. Read a fiction book and then write an epilogue about what happens to the three main 

characters after the book ends.  

E. Write an additional chapter to the book you have read.  

F. Read a non-fiction book and create a word map of important information about whom you 

read or the situation. You may also use www.wordle.net to help create the main idea, keywords 

and concepts.  
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TITLE SUMMARIES:  

 The Entertainer and the Dybbuk. A struggling American ventriloquist in post-World 

War II Europe is possessed by the mischievous spirit of a young Jewish boy killed in the 

Holocaust. Includes author’s note which details the murder of over one million children 

by the Nazis.  

 Homecoming: Abandoned by their mother, 4 children begin a search for a home and an 

identity.  

 The Thief Lord: Orphaned brothers run away from their cruel aunt and uncle and decide 

to hide out in Venice where they fall in with the Thief Lord, a 13-year-old boy who leads 

a crime ring of street children.  

 Miracle’s Boys: Three brothers are raising themselves after they lost their father to a 

drowning accident and their mother to diabetes. Each boy deals with his grief in his own 

way.  

 Stormbreaker: British teen spy saves England in James Bond-like thriller.  

 Maximum Ride: The Angel Experiment: A group of genetically enhanced kids are on 

the run from part-human, part-wolf predators called Erasers in this exciting science 

fiction novel.  

 Wanted: When her father is murdered and the police obtain an e-mail confession that 

implicates her, Alice Robie realizes she will have to flee and prove her innocence.  

 Among the Hidden: Born into a totalitarian state that brutally enforces a two-children-

only policy, 12-year-old Luke Garner, an "illegal" third child, has spent his entire life 

hiding from anyone outside his immediate family.  

 Good-bye, Vietnam: Thirteen-year-old Mai is frightened and distraught to learn that her 

parents have planned to leave their home and secure passage to Hong Kong.  

 The Red Necklace: Descended from Gypsies and blessed with the ability to read minds 

and throw his voice, Yann lives in interesting times--in France, right at the start of the 

Revolution.  

 Dewey: The Small Town Library Cat who Touched the World –Tells the story of Dewey 

Readmore Books, the resident cat at Spencer Public Library in Spencer, Iowa, who was 

found in the book return in December 1988, adopted by the library staff, and immediately 

became a loving member of the community.  

 The Cay: Phillip is an 11-year-old living in the West Indies at the start of World War II. 

As his family attempts to return to Virginia, their ship is sunk by the Germans.  

 The Mysterious Benedict Society: After Reynie Muldoon responds to an advertisement 

recruiting "gifted children looking for special opportunities," he finds himself in a world 

of mystery and adventure.  

 On the Way Home: The diary of the Wilder family’s trip from South Dakota to 

Mansfield, Missouri, in 1894.  

 Ranger’s Apprentice: The Ruins of Gorlan: Will hopes to become a knight; instead, he 

winds up as a Ranger's apprentice, joining the secretive corps that uses stealth, woodcraft, 

and courage to protect the kingdom.  

 The Big Field When fourteen-year-old baseball player Hutch feels threatened by the 

arrival of a new teammate named Darryl, he tries to work through his insecurities about 

both Darryl and his remote and silent father, who was once a great ballplayer too.  
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 Guts: The author relates incidents in his life and how they inspired parts of his books 

about the character, Brian Robeson..  

 Anne of Green Gables: Anne, an 11-year-old orphan, is mistakenly sent to live with a 

lonely, middle-aged brother and sister on a Prince Edward Island farm and makes an 

indelible impression on everyone around her.  

 Marley & Me: Life and Love With the World’s Worst Dog: A tender story of a family's 

love for their golden retriever, Marley, and how he grew from a mischievous puppy into a 

nearly impossible adult.  

 Parallel Journeys: A former Nazi soldier and a Holocaust survivor tell their stories about 

World War II.  

 The Once and Future King: Tells the story of the youth and reign of King Arthur, the 

establishment of the Round Table, and the search for the Holy Grail.  

 Amos Fortune, Free Man: The life of the 18th-century African prince who, after being 

captured by slave traders, was brought to Massachusetts where he was a slave until he 

was able to buy his freedom at the age of 60.  

 Treasure Island: While going through the possessions of a deceased guest who owed 

them money, the  

 owner of an inn and her son find a treasure map that leads to a pirate fortune as well as 

great danger.  

 Caught By the Sea: My Life on Boats: A memoir about author Gary Paulsen’s love for 

the sea.  

 Left for Dead: A Young Man’s Search for Justice for the USS Indianapolis: Recalls the 

sinking of the USS Indianapolis at the end of World War II, the Navy cover-up and unfair 

court martial of the ship's captain, and how a young boy helped the survivors set the 

record straight 55 years later.  

 While the World Watched: On September 15, 1963, a Klan-planted bomb went off in the 

16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama. Fourteen-year-old Carolyn Maull 

was just a few feet away when the bomb exploded; killing four of her friends in the girl’s 

restroom she had just exited. It was one of the seminal moments in the Civil Rights 

movement, a sad day in American history . . . and the turning point in a young girl’s life.  

 The Breadwinner: Because the Taliban rulers of Kabul, Afghanistan, impose strict 

limitations on women's freedom and behavior, eleven-year-old Parvana must disguise 

herself as a boy so that her family can survive after her father's arrest.  

 


